
Sevier County Short-Term Rental Unit 

Inspection Program



TIMELINE OF EVENTS
• DECEMBER 2022: DISCUSSIONS BEGAN TO DETERMINE NEED FOR CODES ESTABLISHMENT FOR THE 

PROGRAM

• JANUARY 2023: DISCUSSIONS WITH STATE ON BECOMING EXEMPT JURISDICTION

• MARCH 2023: INTENT TO ADOPT THE NEW CODES WAS PASSED (REQUIRED 90-DAY PUBLIC REVIEW)

• JUNE 2023: RESOLUTION TO ADOPT CODES (2023-06-09) AND FEE SCHEDULE (2023-06-10) PASSED

• SEPTEMBER 2023: LETTER SENT TO STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE REQUESTING EXEMPT STATUS

• NOVEMBER 28, 2023: SEVIER COUNTY RECEIVED EXEMPT STATUS FROM STATE OF TENNESSEE



ENSURING SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE FOR 
SHORT-TERM RENTALS
• SHORT-TERM RENTAL UNITS (STRUS) HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY POPULAR IN 

RECENT YEARS

• SEVIER COUNTY IS A POPULAR DESTINATION FOR STRUS, WITH OVER 6,500 

UNITS CURRENTLY OPERATING IN THE COUNTY

• TO ENSURE THE SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE OF STRUS, SEVIER COUNTY IS 

IMPLEMENTING A NEW PERMIT AND INSPECTION PROGRAM



PURPOSE OF THE STRU INSPECTION 
PROGRAM

• IDENTIFY AND ADDRESS POTENTIAL SAFETY HAZARDS IN STRUS 

• ENSURE THAT STRUS ARE IN COMPLIANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE BUILDING AND 

FIRE CODES

• PROTECT HEALTH AND SAFETY OF STRU GUESTS



WHY DO WE NEED AN INSPECTION PROGRAM?
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ABOUT THE SHORT-TERM RENTAL UNIT 
INSPECTION PROGRAM

• THE PROGRAM WILL GO INTO EFFECT ON JANUARY 1, 2024

• THE PROGRAM REQUIRES ALL STRUS IN SEVIER COUNTY OUTSIDE OF CITY 

LIMITS TO HAVE A PERMIT ISSUED ANNUALLY FOLLOWING AN ANNUAL 

INSPECTION

• SEVIER COUNTY IS NOW 1 OF 6 COUNTIES IN THE STATE OF TENNESSEE TO HAVE 

BEEN GRANTED AN EXEMPT JURISDICTION STATUS



PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

•ALL STRUS IN SEVIER COUNTY OUTSIDE OF CITY LIMITS WILL BE 

REQUIRED TO HAVE A PERMIT ISSUED ANNUALLY

• FOLLOWING AN ANNUAL INSPECTION

• INSPECTIONS CONDUCTED BY SEVIER COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE FIRE 

INSPECTORS



INSPECTION PROCESS

• COVERS A VARIETY OF SAFETY TOPICS, INCLUDING: 

• FIRE SAFETY

• SMOKE ALARMS

• CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS

• ELECTRICAL SAFETY

• STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY



INSPECTION PROCESS CONT. 



PERMIT APPLICATION 
• TO APPLY FOR A PERMIT, STRU OWNERS CAN SUBMIT AN APPLICATION BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 

2024

• PERMITS WILL COST $250 PER YEAR FOR ANY STRU THAT SLEEPS 12 OR LESS

• PERMITS WILL COST $250 PLUS $25 ADDITIONAL PER OCCUPANT FOR ANY STRU THAT SLEEPS 13 

OR MORE

• ALL STRU OWNERS MUST APPLY FOR A PERMIT FOR EACH STRU THAT THEY OWN BETWEEN 

JANUARY 1ST & MARCH 31ST OF 2024. ALL PROPERTIES THAT AN APPLICATION IS RECEIVED FOR 

AFTER MARCH 31, 2024 WILL HAVE TO BE BROUGHT UP TO THE MOST CURRENT CODE.



INSPECTION SCHEDULE

•ALL STRU’S WILL BE INSPECTED ON AN ANNUAL BASIS

• INSPECTION MONTH WILL BE BASED ON INITIAL INSPECTION DATE (FOR INSTANCE 

IF YOU APPLY IN JANUARY OF 2024 AND YOUR INSPECTION FOR 2024 IS 

CONDUCTED IN MAY, THEN IN 2025 YOU WILL GET A RENEWAL NOTICE IN MAY)

• THIS WILL ALLOW FOR PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS TO BE STAGGERED 

•STRU OWNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED OF THEIR INSPECTION DATE AT LEAST 

TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE



BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAM

• INCREASED SAFETY FOR GUESTS

•MAY IMPROVE PROPERTY VALUE

• COMPLIANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE BUILDING AND FIRE CODES

• INCREASED PROTECTION OF YOUR INVESTMENT



COMPLIANCE

• ALL STRU IN THE COUNTY OUTSIDE OF CITY LIMITS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLY 

WITH THE PROGRAM 

• FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE PROGRAM MAY RESULT IN FINES OR OTHER 

PENALTIES



NEXT STEPS

• APPLICATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON SEVIERCOUNTYTN.GOV BEGINNING 

JANUARY 1, 2024

• ALL APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED BEFORE MARCH 31, 2024, WILL BE 

GRANDFATHERED TO THE CODE ADOPTED AT THE TIME THE STRUCTURE WAS 

BUILT 



SIGN UP TO RECEIVE MORE INFORMATION
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